
 Hastings-Nissi-Aldrich Newsletter - 10/1/21 

 Happ� Octobe�! 
 Dates that you need to know: 
 10/7/21 - Historical Walking Field Trip 
 10/8/21 - No school for students (Professional Development Day for teachers) 
 10/11/21 - No school Columbus Day 
 10/18/21 - 10/22/21 - Book Fair 
 10/21 & 10/22  - Parent Conferences/Half days 
 10/29/21 - Halloween at Alden 

 Reading 
 The children have been working to know themselves as readers and what books 
 are a “just right” fit for themselves. As they complete books, they are taking AR 
 quizzes and recording them in the backs of their reading journals. Every two 
 quizzes at 80% or higher earns a Star Card worth 3 points. The children are also 
 working successfully on Lexia. When a Lexia certificate is earned, it is worth a 
 3-point Star Card. They are practicing their oral reading fluency (how many 
 words/minute they can read aloud) with weekly passages that they practice daily. 
 We are nearing the end of our first reading unit and finishing  Stone Fox  . In this 
 unit, we have been practicing the skills of visualizing, using grit to figure out 
 unknown vocabulary words (looking for antonym/synonym clues, thinking about the 
 gist of the story and looking for context clues),  understanding figurative 
 expressions, and determining the author’s purpose. The children are building 
 their reading stamina as they read in class every day. We will move on to a 
 nonfiction unit next. 

 Math 
 The kids completed topics 1 & 2 in September.  In topic 1 - we explored, 
 Understanding Multiplication and Division of Whole Numbers.  The kids used 
 varying strategies and tools to bring equal groups together for multiplication and 
 to split or share equal groups for division.  In topic 2  (Multiplication Facts: Use 
 Patterns),  the kids learned multiplication patterns  for some basic facts including: 
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 0, 1, 2, 5, 9, & 10.  Additionally the kids learned the commutative, zero, and 
 identity properties.  Throughout the month of October we will continue to focus 
 on learned properties and explore the distributive and associative properties, 
 while learning strategies to multiply basic facts including: 3, 4, 6, 7, 8. 

 Social Studies 
 We have begun the year with a unit on maps which dovetails nicely with the PTA 
 Passport program. The children have time to study for Level 1 during our Social 
 Studies classroom time. We are currently studying for the October Passport 
 check. The children are learning to locate Massachusetts and Duxbury on maps. 
 They are learning about the different regions of Massachusetts and will be 
 labeling a Massachusetts map. 

 Science 
 The kids have learned and explored motion and forces as they have developed an 
 understanding of forces as pushes and pulls, including the force of gravity; and 
 motion as the change in an object’s location.  The kids will continue with motion 
 and forces into October with a focus on electricity, magnetism, and more with 
 gravity. 

 Writing 
 The kids have written some shorter pieces wherein they have been able to tell 
 the reader a little bit about themselves.  Our young writers are learning about 
 the dos and don’ts of writing.  All of the kids have started writing journals and 
 will delve into their first big writing assignment this month, a personal narrative. 
 They are developing their storyteller’s voice by practicing telling their stories 
 out loud, before they begin to write them. In their writing, they will be focusing 
 on adding dialog and descriptive details that enable the reader to make a mental 
 movie of the story. 

 Social Learning-  The children were read the story,  Say Something!  , by Peter H. 
 Reynolds. In the story, the message is that each of us, every day, have a chance 
 to say something: with our actions, our words, and our voices. It encourages 
 children to speak up if they see an injustice or have a brilliant idea. 
 A lively discussion followed the reading, where we talked about why it is 
 important to ”say something” and what could happen if we don’t.  We identified 
 appropriate vs. inappropriate ways to “say something”. 
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 They said it... 

 The kids can make comments that are quite funny, so you’ll find their comments 
 featured here. 

 ★  In response to a review of a poem for spelling and content - visualize hands 
 in the air - “I haven’t seen any of these words in my whole life.” 

 ★  “I like to do the addition first, then the math (meaning subtraction).” 
 ★  “My dog looks like a K-9.” 
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